
Parish Pastoral Council 13 March, 2019 

Report on Ecumenism 

 

1. Sub-Committee on Ecumenism 

 

Bryan Coleborne (Chair), Sister Aileen, Mary Macken-Horarik and Debbie Valencic 

 

2. Yass Ministers 

 

From the creation of the committee in 2014 I have attended the meetings of Yass Ministers 

and worked with them to promote ecumenical activities. I have discussed plans with them and 

invited them to participate in our activities, with some success. The group has yet to meet this 

year. Their Chair at the time, Ron Badger, suggested the title “Learning of Other Faiths,” 

which we have used for our program of talks. 

 

3. Men’s Breakfast 

 

This event is organised by Pastor Gary Brown of the Vine Church on a monthly basis, with 

breakfasts being held at 7.30 on a Saturday morning on a rotating basis around the different 

churches with a different speaker each time. The speaker is provided by the church hosting 

the breakfast.  

 

4. Circle of Sisters 

 

This event, which is a women’s prayer group, is organised by Lynette Rampling, the wife of 

the Rev Ken Rampling of St Clement’s Anglican Church. 

 

5. Program of Ecumenical Talks 

 

These talks aim at developing a forum on ideas of faith, belief and religious practice. They 

have been arranged in conjunction with the Yass Ministers. They have been held on Sunday 

afternoons in either the Hartigan Centre or the Lovat Chapel, have been advertised in Yass 

and are open to all. 

 

Rabbi Alon Meltzer 

Rabbi of the ACT Jewish Community 

 

Jewish Faith: An introduction – 22 February, 2015 

 

Eric Bernard Bell OAM 

Ngunnawal elder and Yass community leader 

Yass Valley Shire Citizen of the Year 2011 

 

in association with  

 

Peter Bindon 

Ethno-botanist and authority on indigenous culture 

 

Body and Soul: An Aboriginal view – 19 April, 2015 

 

 

The Venerable Karen Kime 

A Birripi woman, the first Aboriginal woman to become a priest in NSW in the Anglican 

Church in Australia, and Indigenous Academic Fellow at Charles Sturt University 

 



 2 

Country and Spirituality in South Eastern Australia: an indigenous perspective – 24 April, 

2016 

 

Karan Gabriel 

Founder of Yass Rural Australians for Refugees, award-winning journalist, formerly 

Managing Editor of The Yass Tribune, and currently public sector worker and student of law 

 

The work of human rights advocacy through Yass Rural Australians for refugees – 2 April, 

2017 

 

Pastors Ruth and Dr Gary Jones 
Medical officer at the Yass Hospital and Pastors at the Eagles Nest Church in Yass, who 

conduct an annual medical mission in West Kenya 

 

Building Faith in West Kenya, Building Heaven on Earth – 23 July, 2017 

 

Rev Dr Patrick McInerney 

Director of the Columban Mission Institute in Strathfield, the Co-ordinator of its  Centre for 

Christian-Muslim Relations and Editor of Bridges: Building Relationships between Christians 

and Muslims.  

 

Christian-Muslim relations and the importance of building bridges between Christianity and 

Islam – 2 December, 2017 

 

6. Other Events 

 

- World Day of Prayer – an annual ecumenical gathering in Yass 

- Annual Christmas Carols in the Park – a co-operative event for families with 

participation from all the churches 

 

7. Response to the Parish Plenary Council Workshop 

 

The broad range of ecumenical activities has already involved women in an important way. 

Women have made a significant contribution to the program of talks, which have been 

publicised in the community and are open to the public. The topics have also reached out to 

those who have moved beyond the immediate influence of the various congregations. 

 

I have already proposed that we invite a prominent female speaker to talk on the topic of the 

spirituality of women in the church at our next event. I have in mind spiritual writing in the 

English tradition, beginning with, say, the anchoress Julian of Norwich, whose Revelations of 

Divine Love, c.1395, is considered the first book in the English language to have been written 

by a woman. 
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