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The Mercy Walk for Women took place on 22 September and was enjoyed by many members of the 

St Augustine’s parish community. At the end of the walk, participants enjoyed lunch at St Clement’s 

Retreat and Conference Centre in Galong. Our very own parishioner Marie-Louise Corkhill, executive 

director of Karinya House, told some stories about how the work of Karinya House has helped 

transform the lives of many vulnerable women. It was a moving and humbling experience to hear 

the stories and wonderful to be part of such a worthwhile fund raising event. 

APMN conference 2019 Last week my wonderful husband Paul and I along with Anne Eade were 

privileged to attend the Australian Pastoral Musicians Network Conference for 2019 which was a 

fantastic event. One of the keynote presenters was Diana Macalintal, the co-founder of Team RCIA 

and an acclaimed author and speaker on Catholic liturgy, music and the catechumenate. One of her 

keynote presentations was called “Liturgical Participation: How Do We Learn the True Christian 

Spirit?” While the address was focused on music ministers, it was equally relevant for our ministry in 

the role of parish councillors. Diana drew on the process of mystagogy in the RCIA program, which 

leads candidates into the mystery or the ongoing revelation of God. The process involves  

1. Encounter: through participating fully consciously and actively in the Sunday liturgy and the 

life of the parish to encounter Christ and a profound way; 

2. Recollection: recalling how you encountered Christ in the event, 

3. Reflection: what was the most memorable moment of the encounter with Christ? Looks 

like/sounds like/feels like? 

4. Catechesis: what do Scripture and Tradition teach us? What do the symbols, actions, sacred 

texts reveal to us? 

St Augustine of Hippo was a renowned mystagogical preacher and perhaps we as members of his 

eponymous parish pastoral council are also called upon to be mystagogues in the ministry of our 

portfolios. There are two final steps in the process of mystagogy that could help shape the way we 

live out our parish pastoral council roles: 

5. Connect: having remembered how I have encountered Christ in the liturgy, our parish life, 

my work for the parish pastoral Council and church teaching; what is happening in our world 

right now that needs to remember this experience? How can my parish council portfolio 

help our community be more credible in our witness? 

6. Convert: How has my encounter with Christ challenged, confronted or affirmed the work I 

do in my parish council role? Why is this encounter important? How will I live my life 

differently now? 

NATSICC Acknowledgement plaques. 

One of the workshops I attended was about a liturgical response to the Uluru Statement from the 

Heart. We were made aware of the availability of NATSICC Acknowledgement  plaques for Catholic 

schools churches and offices and I have included the link below for discussion at a later meeting. 

http://www.natsicc.org.au/acknowledgment-plaques.html 

http://www.natsicc.org.au/acknowledgment-plaques.html

