
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were
in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Response: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall
want.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh
and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. Near
restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. R

He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. If I
should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear. You
are there with your crook and your staff; with these you give me
comfort. R

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. My
head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. R

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my
life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. R

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;

whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

PARISH PRAYER

Lord God, may we, as St Augustine’s Parish, be a united and
welcoming community recognising the need for Christ in our lives
and serving the Christ in others. May we, as community,
continue to face challenges together serving and supporting
individuals and our families through our own personal efforts and
our parish support groups. Guide us with your patient love. Fill
us with your infinite Wisdom. Pour out your rich blessings upon
us as we reach out to one another to fulfil our spiritual and
pastoral needs as One in Christ, in community, and in faith, hope
and love. AMEN.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed, I saw and I
believed in God.
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The Lord, the gracious, the merciful,

Established: 1838

ST AUGUSTINE’S PARISH VISION STATEMENT
St Augustine’s Parish is a community striving to be Christ to one another and to welcome and serve the Christ in those around us. We

seek ongoing spiritual formation as individuals, as families and as a community. We hope, through pastoral care, to strengthen, support
and enrich one another and reach out to others in witness and evangelisation.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR A
21st & 22nd March 2020

Parish Priest Father Mick Burke

Youth Worker VACANT

Chair Finance Committee Paul O’Mara

Chair Parish Council Sarah Johnston

Principal of the School Michael Green

School Community Council Amber Maher

Sacramental Team Leader Dianne Carey

RCIA Sister Aileen

Parish Office Zuzy Webster
Monday and Wednesday

9:00am – 3:00pm

Parish Bulletin Bianca Nash
Friday 9:30am – 3:30pm

SUNDAY MASSES:
Yass: St Augustine
Vigil Saturday 6:00 pm
Gunning: St Francis Xavier
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th Sunday 8:30 am
5th Sunday Liturgy of the Word and HC 8:30 am
Murrumbateman: Uniting Church Hall
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th Sunday 10:30 am
5th Sunday Liturgy of the Word and HC 10:30 am

Wee Jasper: Our Lady of the Rosary
5th Sunday 10:00 am

WEEKDAY MASSES
Wednesday Yass 5:30 pm
Thursday Yass 7:30 am
Friday Yass 12:00 noon
Saturday Yass 9:00 am

Nursing Home/Hostel

Thomas Eccles Gardens (Linton)
2nd Tues (monthly) Yass 11:00 am
Horton/Warmington

4th Tues (monthly) Yass 11:00 am

Parishioners are invited to celebrate Mass
with the residents at both locations.

Exposition

Saturday after 9:00am Mass until 10:00am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday Yass 10:00am, 5:00pm – 5:15pm
Sunday Gunning 8:00am – 8:15 am
At other times: On request

Baptisms
Yass Saturdays 10:30 am

3rd & 4th Sundays 12:15 pm

Gunning Parish 1st Sunday 8:30 am & 12:30 pm

Book by ringing the Parish Secretary (Mon, Wed. or Fri.)

Marriages
By appointment. Five to six months notice ideal.
School Enrolments
Mt Carmel Central School: Kindergarten to Yr 6. Ring the
School Secretary for appointment (02) 6226 3357.



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In these extremely difficult times due to the Covid-19
Coronavirus, immediate action had to be taken to protect
the spread of the virus and to protect the health of
everyone. The protocols insist a distance of one and a half
metres between people, the exception being families, at our
gatherings. The collection plates will be at the back and
front for first and second collections. You should also keep
the prescribed distance when approaching Holy
Communion. Until further notice, the choir loft will be open
for those attending Mass.

Until we get through this crisis, I have also insisted that
baptisms be restricted to parents, godparents and
grandparents. Funerals are only to attended by immediate
family and designated friends. As you would be aware, all
sacramental programs have been postponed .

Those who are on email, registered with Paul and Cath,
were immediately advised of changed Mass times and
protocols of the Archdiocese. As we approach Easter,
there will be more changes and it would be helpful if as
many as possible were on email. If you have a mobile
phone able to receive txts, register at our office and we will
try and organize how to keep you informed.

I have postponed my annual leave after Easter as I want to
be with you in these times. Unless a person requests a visit
due to illness, I won’t be visiting homes. The same will
apply to our retirement villages.

These are challenging times and as people of faith we need
to turn to God and pray for direction. Our lives and our
world will never be the same as priorities radically change.
I also recommend the prayer to St. Roch:-

O Blessed Saint Roch,
Patron of the sick,
Have pity on those
Who lie upon a bed of suffering.

Your power was so great
When you were in this world,
That by the sign of the Cross,
Many were healed of their diseases.

Now that you are in heaven,
Your power is not less.
Offer, then, to God
Our sighs and tears
And obtain for us that health we seek
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

(Repeat the following 3 times)

Saint Roch, pray for us,
That we may be preserved
From all diseases of body and soul.

We give thanks for the fifteen years Sister Macrina has been
in our community. Her sense of humour, care for the poor
and her gentle engagement with all parishioners has been
a wonderful blessing.

On behalf of the poor in Timor Leste, I acknowledge
generous gifts of $1,500 and $500 this past week. The
Timorese are also going through extremely difficult times.

Mick Burke

‘It was your eyes he opened!’

The Gospel today tells the story of the healing of the man
born blind who, like us, is being invited to see more clearly,
until he finally worships Jesus. In contrast, the Pharisees in
the story are becoming more blind. The more clearly the man
can see, the more opposition he faces, as those who hold
power object to him and his new-found vision. How can we
as parish communities work for justice for our brothers and
sisters who are in need? We need to see them, to see their
struggle, to see the systems which contribute to the crisis.
Through small actions we can live in solidarity and challenge
those in power to work for transformation.

‘Transformation … begins with the people of God who start
turning the things of death into things of life. And the kings
and presidents and nations will follow.’

Shane Claiborne

Printed with permission of Intercom – a pastoral and
Liturgical resource of the Irish Bishops Conference

“I’m the One, All Right”

The fellow who used to sit and beg becomes the one who
stands and gives witness. The one they knew as the man
born blind becomes the only one with clear sight. Are we
surprised? This is the way with God’s people. The last are
first.

The meek inherit the earth. The loser takes all, and the
crucified one is raised from the dead. It all makes Christian
sense.

The Pharisees who question the man call themselves
disciples of Moses, but in fact they follow their own sense of
how the world works. Blind people stay blind; sinners break
Sabbath law. For Jesus to come and cure a blind man on the
Sabbath upsets the apple cart of reason and piety. This is
unacceptable to those who consider themselves religious.
Even God, after all, has to keep to the divine place! It can be
particularly true of religious people that we want the Sacred
to remain inherit in the Tabernacle to be worshipped. If Holy
Power escapes into the world, who can be safe from its
freedom to act?

Jesus said, “You’re asking the wrong question. You’re looking
for someone to blame. There is no such cause-effect here.
Look inside for what God can do ... For as long as I am in the
world, there is plenty of light. I am the world’s Light”.

Have you ever seen a holy thing that doesn’t fit onto the
usual pious categories, like the love between an unwed
mother and her child?

God likes to colour outside the lines. Invite God to expand
your sense of what is right, acceptable and good. Ask that
your blindness be healed, and that you be given clear sight.

GPBS eNews

Thoughts from the Presbytery
Parish Finance Committee Members:
Bill Luchetti Father Mick Burke
Stan Waldren David Garland
Mark Valencic Paul O’Mara
Trish Gibbs Irene Carr (Minutes)

Parish Pastoral Council Members:

Annabelle O’Connell (Youth) Peter Cleary (Liturgy)
Bryan Coleborne (Ecumenism) Michael Green (School)
Genevieve Colbert (Education) Lourdes O’Keefe (Social)
Bob Nash (Maintenance) Michael Van Wanrooy (Welfare)
Ex Officio Member: Fr Mick Burke Sarah Johnston (Social Justice)

FEASTS OF THE WEEK
Wed: The Annunciation of the Lord



LEARNINGS FOR AUSTRALIAN CATHOLICS & THE
AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL – 2nd APRIL

7:30pm at the Chapel, Australian Centre for Christianity and
Culture. The forum is to inform on the processes and
outcomes, including the Pope’s response, of the Amazon
Synod. A Background Paper is available on the CCCG
website.

Speakers include Br Mark O’Connor FMS Vicar for
Communications, Parramatta diocese, official observer at the
Amazon Synod. Paul Nicoll, Canberra Catholic with
experience and insight into the Brazilian/Amazon church.
Agnes Dodds, Melbourne Catholic and member of Women's
Wisdom in the Church (WWITCH) and Terry Fewtrell, post
Amazon Synod considerations for the church reform agenda
leading into the October sessions in Adelaide and following
stages of the Plenary Council.

WOMAN’S WEEKEND RETREAT – 3rd to 5th APRIL

Water, Wind, Earth & Fire is a retreat for women to refresh,
enliven, nourish and reignite their Christian spiritual life. In this
retreat we will take time to listen, experience contemplative
meditation and learn to pray with the elements of water, wind,
earth and first as our spiritual guides.

Get ready a wonderful weekend in the beautiful surrounds of
historic Carcoar with scrumptious food and good company as
you reconnect with your spiritual life from 6:00pm to 3:00pm.

Venue: Shalom House of Prayer, 7 Collins Street, Carcoar
Cost: Suggested Donation of $200 (includes all meals and
accommodation)
Register: Ph: (02) 6367 3058 or email:
shalomcarcoar@gmail.com

INSTAGRACE FOR YEAR 8 TO 12 – 14th to 17th APRIL

Instagrace is four day catholic residential program organised
by Jesus Youth Canberra for Years 8 to Year 12. This program
is designed to help teenagers explore themselves and develop
a personal relationship with Jesus through inspiring talks,
music and life testimonies.

Where: St John Paul II College, 211 Goyder St,
Narrabundah.
Time: 9:00am to 11:00am
Registration: www.instagrace.com.au to register.

Fee: $200.
Close: 31st March 2020.

Enquiries: Roby 0433 828 266;
Jobin 0470 415 847;
Leeba 0403 893 115

Email: jesusyouthcanberra@gmail.com

ENCOUNTER TIMOR LESTE WITH PALMS
13th to 25th SEPTEMBER 2020

On this 13-day tour you will experience the diversity of our
close neighbour, from bustling Dili to its remoter communities,
where dedicated organisations and Palms personnel are
building self-reliance and sustainability together. Gain a
deeper understanding through new sights, smells, sounds,
tastes, textures and experiences, challenging old ideas. It
might even inspire you to join Palms and work overseas
yourself.

We are also offering an Encounter on the Thai-Myanmar in
November.

For more information call Robert at Palms on (02) 9560 5333
or email robert@palms.org.au

SSAADDLLYY......
POT LUCK DINNER CANCELLED

Unfortunately the parish has had to cancel the Pot Luck dinner
originally scheduled for after Mass on this coming Saturday
21st March. The cancellation is due to our desire not to put
parishioners at risk from the COVID-19 virus. The nature of the
event would make it impossible to maintain the "social
distancing" protocols recommended by the health authorities.

The dinner was to recognise the wonderful contribution of Sr
Marcina to the parish and to say farewell. We will make sure
there is still an opportunity to do this at a more suitable time.

Dear Parents and Guardians

Following new protocols for COVID-19 CoronaVirus issued by
the Catholic Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn,
preparation for all sacraments is postponed until further notice.
Therefore, the meeting listed for next Thursday 26th March and
receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Wednesday 1st

April will not proceed.

Thank you.

Dianne Carey
Sacramental Team Leader

EASTER CARDS

Easter Cards are now available for purchase from Aid to the
Church in Need. Each packet contains 12 Easter cards and
envelopes.

The Easter cards feature the religious paintings of Swiss artist,
Bradi Barth and include a bible verse inside.

Cost: First packet $23 (includes postage). Extra packets $15
each.

Proceeds raised go toward ACN projects that support the
Church where she is unable to support herself.

Order over the phone: 1800 101 201 or online:
www.aidtochurch.org.

WHERE TO FROM NOW? – 3rd MAY

Chief Executive Officer NSW Right to Life Association- Dr
Rachel Carling- will address a meeting at the Holy Trinity
Parish Centre, Strangways St., Curtin, from 2:00-4:30pm.

Afternoon tea will be provided.

"Where to from Now?" re Abortion, Euthanasia in ACT and
NSW, plus an update on the situation in all other Australian
States.

Dr. Carling will look at how we can advance the pro-life
movement across Australia by drawing on the success of the
movement in the US.

This week we welcomed into
our Church community:

Yasmine Haze child of Matthew & Rebecca (Gunning)

WORKING BEE
SATURDAY 28th MARCH FROM 9:00AM

Due to the rain last Saturday, the working bee finished
all the inside cleanup, so another attempt will take place
on Saturday 28th March at 9:00am, to take rubbish and
garden waste to the tip.

We will require a trailer, shovels, rakes, yard/straw
brooms as well as heavy buckets to lower rubble from
the verandah.

With many hands, it shouldn’t take more than 2 hours.

Contact Bob Nash on 0418 691 423 if you can help.



READINGS NEXT WEEK:

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR A

First Reading Ez 37:12-14

The Lord promises to raise his people from the dead.

Second Reading Rom 8:8-11

The Spirit of God dwells in us.

Gospel Jn 11:1-45

Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.

Please reflect on these readings over the coming week

PATRICK’S BUTCHERY

QUALITY
Beef, Lamb & Pork

Catering for Hotels,
Functions etc

FREE HOME
DELIVERY

Prop: Aaron Kurt Nettheim
49 Comur Street, Yass

Ph: 6226 1368

ROSTERS
LITURGY

1 = Readings/Resp. Psalm/Gospel Acc. 2 = Prayers of the Faithful
3 = Offertory 4 = Acolyte

21 Mar Russell Hill 1 Steve Scroope 2
Hill Family 3 Vince Coffey 4

28 Mar Peter Cleary 1 Rod Perceval 2
Gibbs Family 3 Russell Hill 4

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION

21 Mar Michael Green Peter Cleary Elizabeth Liew
28 Mar Dianne Carey Steve Scroope Sue Hill

VISITS

22 Mar Michael Green Peter Cleary Elizabeth Liew
29 Mar Dianne Carey Steve Scroope Susan Morrissey

ALTAR SERVERS

21 Mar Charlotte McPherson Fergus Green
28 Mar Grace & Charlie Miller

POWER POINT PRESENTERS

21 Mar Russell Hill
28 Mar Peter Cleary

HOSPITALITY

21 Mar Frank & Kath Grace
28 Mar Peter & Cathy Cleary

CARE GROUP

23 Mar Maureen Hall Maureen Grieves (Group 9)
Kay Perceval Coral Carroll (Group 10)

6 Apr Margaret Wilson (Group 1)
Pat Longley Pauline Abbey (Group 2)

ALTAR CLEANERS

21 Mar Geraldine Doyle
28 Mar Kay Perceval

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED

Prayers for

Sam Turner and William Grace

Prayers for all those whose anniversary occurs at this
time including:

Leslie James (1/3), Bernard Cleary (2/3), Patricia Smith (6/3),

Sam Dyball (6/3), Peter Grieves (7/3), Ruby O’Brien (8/3),

Stan Walmsley (8/3), Bridget Cooke (8/3),

Jarrod Sheather (9/3), Garry Delbridge (9/3),

Ronald Connors (9/3), Betty Schutz (9/3),

Phyllis Walmsley (12/3), Kathleen (Kay) Winter (13/3),
Irene Wailes (14/3), Donald Bell (16/3), Daphne Irwin (19/3),

Robyn O’Mara (19/3), Justin Moller (20/3),

Adam Darmody (22/3), Bill Patrick (22/3), Joe Rigby (23/3),

Robin Woods (24/3), Elsie McGregor (24/3),

Barbara Merriman (27/3), Roderick Connors (27/3),

Dixie Byrne (27/3), Michael Freebody (28/3)

and Harry Cooke (28/3).

Always In Our Hearts Loved and Remembered

COMMUNION REFLECTION

Heavenly Father,

We praise and thank you for your loving presence,
especially in the Lent/Easter season.

We offer heartfelt thanks, dear Lord, particularly for our
recent rains.
Once again, we come to you in our need. As your children
we are in need of your healing and protection.

Just as we have been recovering from our dangerous
bushfire summer, we have now been thrown into a fearful
coronavirus (COVID 19) autumn.

We are tired and frightened. We feel a sense of panic and
future uncertainty on a global scale.

Be with us now, Loving Master. Without you all is nothing –
only empty hearts and a total reliance on our own feeble
resources.

But with you “there is mercy and fullness of Redemption”
(Psalm 130/7). With you there is “the loving mercy of the
heart of our God (who) will give light to those who sit in
darkness, those who dwell in the shadow of death, and
guide our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1/79).

It seems that so many public gatherings are now postponed
or cancelled. There is virus death, the sick, and the
anxious. We are spending more time on our own, or with
family or friends.

We pray for the sick and those looking after them. Help us
to offer practical help to those who struggle.

Let us use these times, O Lord, for your greater glory,
especially during Lent and Easter. Let us pray more, and
truly listen to you more in loving silence, stillness and
simplicity.

Almighty Father, you always journey with us in life’s
challenges. Help us to meet you often in the scriptures and
our sacraments. Increase in us faith, hope and trust.
Protect us from this coronavirus. Remove it from our
common home. Heal those who are sick and dying.

Mary, Help of Christians, as always we fly to you in our
need. Be close to us and point out your Son, Jesus, to us in
this pandemic.
We make this and all our prayers through Jesus, Our Lord
and Saviour, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever, AMEN

Our Parish Bulletin is made possible each week by our generous sponsors, please support them.

Patrick’s Butchery, Yass Earthmovers, Yass Learners, B & V Engineering, Priceline Pharmacy Yass,

Woolaroo Merino Stud, Miller’s Pharmacy, Bowning Antique Centre, Designing Windows,

Old Linton Medical Practice and Ray White Rural Canberra/Yass.


