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St Augustine’s Parish concluded the celebration of the Season of Creation with an outdoor Mass 

celebrated in the grounds of the Uniting Church Hall in Murrumbateman. It was a beautiful spring 

morning and the gardens of the Uniting Church grounds were verdant and bursting with new life. It 

was wonderful to see people of all ages coming to celebrate not only the end of the Season of 

Creation but also the feast day of St Francis of Assisi. St Francis would have delighted in the presence 

of a little Jack Russell terrier who accompanied his owner to Mass. The pets and special places of 

other parishioners were present in the photos decorating the walls and these were evidence of the 

goodness of our bountiful God and the glory of God’s creation. In his homily, Father Mick reminded 

us of our obligations as stewards of creation to care for the earth. Thank you to the Uniting Church 

for their generosity in allowing us to use this space. Thanks also to the parishioners who helped 

prepare for the Mass. Not only was the area Covid safe, but the slashing, weeding and raking of 

creation ensured it was snake proof also! 

 It was also a joy to see that many of our frail and elderly parishioners who had not been to Mass 

since the pandemic commenced were able to come and participate in this Mass. The ACBC Social 

Justice Statement 2016-2017 A Place at the Table: Social Justice in an Ageing Society has challenged 

us to dismantle the barriers which lead to exclusion of older people in our society. This is an issue 

that has become particularly urgent in the Covid pandemic. 

  In Australia we face a threefold challenge when we work to give older Australians their 

rightful place at the table. We must do all we can to ensure that they continue to participate 

in the heart of community life. We must protect the frail and vulnerable and respect and 

celebrate their inherent dignity. Finally, we must all stand in solidarity and ensure that every 

one of God’s precious people has a place at the table of life. (A Place at the Table:19) 

as the Covid pandemic drags on and on, I look forward to working with both Father Mick, Father My 

and the Parish Pastoral Council to find creative ways to continue including our older and vulnerable 

parishioners in the heart of community life to ensure that have place at the table in the celebration 

of the Mass. 

Another project aimed at supporting the most vulnerable in our community has come from Sally 

Fitzgerald who is the secretary of NATSICC and a NATSICC councillor for the ACT and our region. She 

has asked if people in the parish could contribute to Palliative Care Packages for all Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples who are deemed to be palliative-regardless of any or no religious 

beliefs. These Packages will include-blankets, beanies, shawls, music CDs and notebooks. As such, 

she is appealing to all people who would like to participate in these Packages by knitting or 

crocheting blankets and beanies. She is hoping to have 250 packages by Easter 2021! I have asked 

some of our very creative parishioners to put the word out and I will follow up with some 

knitting/crocheting events towards the end of the year and early next year. As the fine wool centre 

of the world I am sure we can whip up some amazing beanies :-) 

 


